
SagebruSh
CELLULAR

d/b/a Nemont

December 30, 2008

Via Electronic Filing
Marlene H. DOltch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Federal-State .Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Doc. No. 96-45; and
High-Cost Universal Service SUPPOJ't, WC Docket No. 05-337

Dear Ms. Dortch:

SageblUsh Cellular, Inc. ("Sageblush") respectfully responds to the Public Notice issued on
December 10,2008, and desigoated DA 08-2684 in the above-referenced proceedings (the
"Notice"). The Notice encourages competitive eligible telecommunications carriers (ETCs) to
confirm their March 2008 high-cost support amount information with the Universal Service
AdIninistrative Company (USAC) and file any corrections on or before December 31, 2008.

The Notice was issued in the context ofthe Commission's May 1, 2008 Interim Cap Order
decision to establish an interim, emergency cap on the amount ofuniversal service high-cost
support that competitive ETCs, including SageblUsh, may receive. In accordance with the Interim
Cap Order, the competitive ETC support for each state is capped, on an annualized basis, at the
level of support that each competitive ETC in a state was eligible to receive dming March 2008.

Sagebrush has, accordingly, reviewed the infonnation regarding its March 2008 high-cost
support. While the numbers indicated on the USAC website indicating the high-cost SllppOlt
distributed to Sagebrush are technically correct, Sagebrush respectfully notes that these numbers do
not reflect the fact that SageblUsh serves two tribal reservations that constitute Covered Locations
pursuant to the Interim Cap Order.

Accordingly, Sagebrush qualifies for, and formally elects, to utilize this limited exception to
the inte11m cap established in the Interim Cap Order. We have been advised by staff at USAC that
a fonnal election methodology for this exception has not yet been released, so we are filing our
December 30"' Fonn 525 with total number of lines in service, and we are providing USAC with the
number ofqualified residential accounts served on the Tribal Lands (Fort Peck and Crow
Reservations) in our study areas, via a letter. As ofJune 30'h, 2008 (numbers represented on
12/30/08 Fonn 525), Sagebrush serves 4,834 qualifying residential accounts located on tribal lands
constituting Covered Locations as defined in the Interim Cap Order, that should be an exception
from themterim cap. This is out ofa total of 11,564lines repOlted on the Sagebrush Form 525 for
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Montana. Our understanding is that this means that 4,834 will be excepted and treated under the
former identical support lme methodology, while 6,730 (11,564 ~ 4,834 = 6,730) will be treated
under USAC's interim cap methodology. Sagebrush is exploring and analyzing its embedded costs
for pmposes ofpotentially filing cost study support that would exempt all of its lines from the
interim cap, but we understand that a filing ofthis type would first require state Public Service
Commission approval.

Sagebrush understands. that the Notice was provided to reflect the Conunission's intent, to
the extent possible, "[t]o provide certainty regarding the amount ofhigh-cost support available to
competitive ETCs under the cap in each state." Accordingly, Sagebrush provides this information
to enSUl"e that both the Commission and USAC are aware that the high-cost support available to
Sagebrush is, in accordance with the limited Covered Location exception set forth in the Interim
Cap Order, subject to adjustment from the amount ofhigh-cost SUppOlt Sagebrush received in
March 2008.1

Please direct any questions regarding this matter to the undersigned.

Sincerely,

UCt-/.ti>lA,O:ki}\

Shawn Hanson
Sagebrush GM

Cc: Karen Majcher, USAC Vice President, High Cost & Low Income Division
Jennifer McKee, Acting Division Chief, FCC Telecommunications Access Policy Division,

Wireline Competition Bureau

In addition, Sagebrush respectfully notes that it has not waived its right, as established by the Interim
Cap Order, to determine SUbsequently the amount of high-cost support it receives on the basis of the
submission of its own costs.
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d/b/a Nemont
December 29, 2008

Via Overnight Delivery
Karen Majcher, Vice President
High Cost & Low Income Division
Universal Service Administrative Company
2000 L Street, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: Federal-State .Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Doc. No. 96-45; and
High-Cost Univel'sal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337

Dear Ms. Majcher:

Sagebrush Cellular, Inc. ("Sagebrush") respectfully responds to the Public Notice issued on
December 10, 2008, and designated DA 08-2684 in the above-referenced proceedings (the
"Notice"). The Notice encourages competitive eligible telecommunications carriers (ETCs) to
confirm their March 2008 high-cost support amOlmt information with the Universal Service
Administrative Company (USAC) and file any corrections on or before December 31,2008.

The Notice was issued in the context of the Commission's May 1, 2008 Interim Cap Order
decision to establish an interim, emergency cap on the amount ofuniversal service higll-coSt
support that competitive ETCs, including Sagebrush, may receive. In accordance with the Interim
Cap Order, the competitive ETC support for each state is capped, on an annualized basis, at that the
level of support that each competitive ETC in a state was eligible to receive during March 2008.

SagebrtlBhhas, accordingly, reviewed the information regarding its March 2008 higll-cost
SUPPOIt. While the numbers indicated on the USAC website indicating the high-cost support
distributed to Sagebmsh are technically correct for March 2008, Sagebmsh respectfully notes that
these numbers do not reflect the fact that Sagebrush serves two tribal reservations that constitute
Covered Locations pursuant to the Interim Cap Order.

Accordingly, Sagebrush qualifies for, and formally elects, to utilize this limited exception to
the interim cap established in the Interim Cap Order. We have been advised by staff at USAC that
a formal election methodology for this exception has not yet been released, so we are filing our
December 30th Form 525 with total number of lines in service, and we are providing you with the
number of qualified residential accounts served on the Tribal Lands (Fort Peck and Crow
Reservations) in our study areas, via this letter. As ofJune 30th

, 2008 (numbers represented on
12/30108 Form 525), Sagebrush serves 4,834 qualifying residential accounts located on tribal lands
constituting Covered Locations as defined in the Interim Cap Order, that should be an exception
from the interim cap. This is out ofa total of 11,564 lines repOited on the Sagebrush Form 525 for
Montana Our understanding is that this means 4,834 will be excepted and treated under the former
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identical support rule methodology, while 6,730 (11,564 - 4,834 = 6,730) will be treated under
USAC's interim cap methodology. Sagebrush is exploring and analyzing its embedded costs for
purposes ofpotentially filing cost study SUppOlt that would exempt all ofits lines from the interim
cap, but we understand that a filing of this type would first require state Public Service Commission
approval.

Sagebrush understands that the Notice was provided to reflect the Commission's intent, to
the extent possible, "[t]o provide certainty regarding the amount ofhigh-cost support available to
competitive ETCs lmder the cap in each state." Accordingly, Sagebrush provides this information
to ensure that both the Commission and USAC are aware that the high-cost support available to
Sagebrush is, in accordance with the limited Covered Location exception set forth in the Interim
Cap Order, subject to adjustment from the amount ofhigh-cost support Sagebrush received in
March 2008. I

Please direct any questions regarding this matter to the undersigned.

Sincerely,

$aW?1 4~»~
Shawn Hanson
Sagebmsh GM

Cc: Jennifer McKee, Acting Division Chief, FCC Telecommunications Access Policy Division,
WiTeline Competition Bureau
CETCCap@USAC.Org

In addition, Sagebrush respectfUlly notes that it has not waived Its right, as established by the Interim
Cap Order, to determine subsequently the amount of high-cost support it receives on the basis of the
sUbmission of its own costs.



FCC Form 525
High Cost Support Mechanism

Competitive Carrier Line Count Report

FCC Form 525
OMB Control No. 3060-0986

January 2005

COMPETITIVE CARRIERS HIGH COST DATA SUBMISSION

1~~!~I~~~~I~~~~~w~~~1Iffl$~111111]!~11l(~llm[im~mlj\lii~mil!;1 1212912008

,~t~t\~~~~j~~llimll~~g~~~~~I~~~I~~~J,!re~~i~:~i~~~ljm!~~l!!llil~~ijm!jl!!j~~~~~~I~~i!!t~flfj~llm~!lli~~iill~l~r~I!!~~11~1~1!~lifill~~[~I~~!!Wlrifl 143000729
Do Not Write in this Ares:
For Administrator's Use Only

~~1\~e~~;gr.~~;~(~~~l~i~w'1!g~lt~~~~ffi~m!~~~x~~IW.\#~'~~Wrw~~j~~~~w~f!*!wM!ffi;~~~~m:m~i!~!\mm~1ml!l~J]lWm~~1~mi!!1~itil 489006

Sagebrush CellUlar, Inc.

Sagebrush Cellular, Inc.

'~~iml~ij~~;I~~:W.r~lli!)ll!r~!1w.~l;mmm\mm~~~J]~~~\;!m~.li!;r~j,mW,!Jl~T..~~!!,iMji1!j~\\\m~1.~.l~~1.1I.mum)J.~J,j\~~j:mw~j~~lillr~lli.if\1!r\\!ll~1i~\1~l~,ljl~,~ffi\f@~i1j_m!IDJr[i,m:,w.~1805272

Check Box IT this is a new address/contact from a previous data submissIon: D

Aimee Dietrich

406-783-2225

_~I".ldo_l«lOO

Finance/Accounting Supervisor

Complete HCl and LSSx613012008High Cost Loop Support (HCl)

Local Switching Support (LSS) 613012008 x Cmllllete HCl and LSS

Interstate Common Line Support (ICLS) 613012008 x Complete ICLS Worksheet

High Cost Model Support (HCM) Complete HeM Worksheet

Interstate Access Support (lAS) Complete lAS Worksheet

Competitive Carrier Information Page 1



FCC Form 525
High COSt Support Mec~ar1ism

Compet~lve Carrier Lir1e Count Report

HIGH COST LOOP (HeLl AND LOCAL SWITCHING SUPPORT (LSS) LINE COUNT WORKSHEET

143000729

458006

Sa.gebn.lSh CellUlar. Inc.

6/3012006

ORIGINAL

FCC Form 525
OMS Control No.30~6

January 2005

DO Not write In this Are~
For Administrator's Use Only

Nemcnt Te;eohone Cooperative. l:'1e.

Project Telephone Compan

USe an additional stteet If necessary.

HCL & L5S Litle CoIlntWortshffi

482247

4822solVes

v" Patt11

Pat!11

99661No

15SSINO_

Page 2



FCC Form 525
HIgh Cost Support Mechanism

Compel"t'rve. carrier Une Count Report

INTERSTATE COMMON LINE SUPPORT (ICLS) LINE COUNT WORKSHEET

143000729

49900S

SaQebrush Cellular, Inc,

6130f200e

ORIGINAL.

FCC Form 525
OMS ConlTol No. 3060-0986

January2005

Do Not Wiite in this Area;
For Admlnlstrator's Use Only

Nemcnt Telephone CCOWiafrve, Inc.

Project Telephone Compan

t.J:;:e an additional sheet if necessary.

~l.S Llnll Cllool Wcr!lsl1~

4822471

482250

Vos

Vos

Path 1

Path 1

996<l'

,5981
"'"
1598

FageS



FCC Form 525
High Cost Mechanism

Competitive CatTier Line Count Report

FCC FQm1 S2S
OMS Control No. 3060-0986

January 2005

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORT[NG CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARR[ER [S F[L1NG FCC FORM 525 ON [TS OWN BEHALF:

Certification of Officer or Employee as to the Accuracy of the Data Reported in FCC Form 525, Line Count Report: for Competitive carners, on
Behalf of Reporting Carrier

Icertify that Iam an officer or employee of the reportlng carrler; my responsibilities include ensuring the accuracy of the actlJallJne count data reported On FCC
Form 525; and. to the best of my knowledge, the infonnation reported on thTs form is accurate.

Name of Reportinq Carner: SaqebnJsh Cellular, Inc.

Service Provider Identiflcation Number.

Sicmature of authorized officer or emplovee", ~ Date: 12/2912008

Printed name of authoriZed officer or emploYee: Shawn Hanson

Title or DOSmOn of authorized officer or employee: General ManaCler

Persons wiJlfulry making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of1934, fH U.S.c. §§ S02, 5tl3(bl, or fine or
imprisonment underTitle18 o(the Unirecl States Code. 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

489006IStudv Area Code of ReDortinq CETC

[Telephone number of authorized officer orerrplovee: ( 406 l;i'tIL;;',) ;~~,~J200 ext. I I!::'~

Filing Due Date for this form
'mmfdd

Gertiflcation-Reporting Gamer Page 7



FCC Form 525
High Cost Support Meehan'lsm

Competitive Carrier Une Count Report

FCC Form 525
OMS Control No. 3060-0986

January 2005

COMPETITIVE CARRIERS HIGH COST DATA SUBMISSION

r:~~~l~~~~I~M:lli~i~~~:~lg~il!l!m:illiit~~ilfIjj~fJm!~~jj;;jlji 12/29/2008

i~ffir:iM~~~_~!~~I~~ffl~~~~~!r~~~\j~:~W~~l!~r~~~~~i~~~i~~~~i!lilriliil1l~~l~!rui~i~~~lj~I~~!lj~!ill~jl!i~li~)~I~!lj11!llii!I!~i~'ft~~j!l!i;~~!lmlirillrlli)[~~; 143000729
Do Not Write in th is Area:
For Administrator's Use Only

~~~i~9~~~~~~t~~!~~~jq~~Wjl~1~~~1~i~i~!~~ffi,~~~M~~~1~~~~~1~~~J~7:11~~~~~~~~~!j1!imm!lm~!1:~ml)1~m!!lim~lii!millW 389013

Sagebrush Cellular, Inc.

:ISagebrush Cellu[ar. Inc.

1~~~~,t~~!I*Wi~\t~i;~!~~,~(~l\W,m~Wmm\\\\\!\~\mj:!\\~\m~lj~~,~.\m\l(mm\~l\i,mmt~t~Jt{\~~(\(~Kr~'\W.\\~,lt\iJw,mIHnW,illIJJ[~!~j,mgffiW[~1r~\~\!m~~~~\m\!!~1ii~\~\fft~1~ll\~\w'~!ii(i\'ii'805272

Check Box if this is a new address/contact from a previous data submission: D

Aimee O'letnch

PO Box 600, Scobey, M'f 59263-0600

406-783-2225

finance/Aeccunflng Sup.ervisor

CDmpll!tl! HCl and LSSx6/30/2008High Cost loop Support (HGl)

Local SwitchIng Support (lSS) 6/3012008 x CDmpll!tE! HCl and LSS

Interstate Gommon Line Support (ICLS) 6130/2008 x Complete ICLS Worksheet

High Cost Model Support (HCM) Complete HeM Worksheet

Interstate Access Support (lAS) Complete lAS Worksheet

Competitive Carrier tnformatiorl Page 1



FCC Form.525
HIQh Cost Support Mechanlsm

Competitive Carrier Line Count Report

HIGH COST LOOP (HCL) AND LOCAL SWITCHING SUPPORT (LSS) LINE COUNT WORKSHEET

1430007:29

:369013

8aQElbrullt"LCeilular. Inc.

513012006

ORIGINAL

FCC Form 525
OMS Control NO. 2060-.0066

January200S

Do Not Write in this Area:
,ForAdministrator's Use Only

Nemcnt Telephone Cooperative. Inc.

Use an additional sheet if ne=ary.

HCL& l.Ss Line CountWQ~

382247 v" P;,rth1 3611>10

....2



Line Count Data for Path 1, 2 & 3 Ganiers
Complete one rowfor each diSiXtr:tr&Olrtian zone.

i.iTII.."

FCC Form 525
Hlg~ Cost support Mer::han1sm

Compeli~ve Carrier Une Count Repol't

I~ERSTATE COMMON t.INE SUPPORT' (ICLS) L1NE COUNTWOR!<SHEET

i4300072s

389013

Sal:lebrush Cellular. Inc.

6ta0J2006

ORIGINAL

FCC FormS2S
OMBContra No.306Q-0S86

JantJary2005

Do Not Write In this ,:.,rea:
For AOmlnisltators Use Only

l\jffl;~~!f~~~~I:'
Nemonl Teleohone Cooperative. Inc.

Use an additional sheeHf necessalY.

ICLSLlneCllurrtWo~

3622471 Yo, Path 1 2491 249

Page 3



FCC Form 525
High Cost Mechanism

Competitive Carrier Line Count Report

TO BE COMPlETED BY THE REPORTING CARmER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS FILING FCC FORM 525 ON ITS OWN BEHALF;

Certification of Officer or Employee as to the Accuracy of the Data Reported in FCC Form 525, Line Count Report for Competitive Carriers, on

Behalf of Reporti ng Carrier

I certify that I am an officer or employee of the reporting carrier; my responsibilitles include ensuring the accuracy of the actual line count data reported 011 FCC
Form 525; and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported on this form is accurate.

FCC Form 525
OMB Control No. 3060-0986

January 2005

Name of Reporting Carrier: Saaebrush Cellular, Inc.

Service Provider Identification Number:

Signature of authorized officer or emplovee: ,~"'- Date: 1212912008

Pri:lted name of authorized officer or emplovee: Shawn Hanson

Title or position of authoriZed officer or employee: General Manaoer

Telephone number of authorized officer or employee:

Study Area Code of Reporting CETe 389013

406 ext.

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfuiture under the Communications Ad. of 1534, 47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b}, or fine or
implisol'lme.ntlll'lderTitie 18 of the United States Code. 18 U.s.C_§ 1001.

cerliiicalioo·R.eporling carrier Page?


